MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no_

Property Name: Johns' Mill Workers' House (1) Inventory Number: BA-821
Address: East side of Falls Road, North of Butler City: _Butler N Zip Code: 21023

County:  Baltimore County o USGS Topographic Map: Hereford

Owner: . - Is the property being evaluated a district?  yes
Tax Parcel Number: Tax MapNumber: =~~~ Tax Account ID Number:

Project:  Butler Stone Quarry Agency: Federal Communications Commission
Site visit by MHT staff: X no  yes Name: Date:

Is the property is located within a historic district? X yes _ no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: BA2214

NR-listed district X yes Eligible district _yes  Name of District: Western Run - Belfast Road _ |

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource X yes ~~ no  Non-contributing but eligible in another context  yes |
e . . |

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no |

Criteria: A B XC D Considerations: = A B C D E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
Maryland Historical Trust Library, Crownsville, Maryland

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

Johns' Mill Workers' House was most recently observed and photographed in February, 2003. Its condition was largely
unchanged since the preparation of the State Historic Sites Inventory Form in the library of the Maryland Historical Trust, dated
September, 1976.

The property is described in the following documents located at the Maryland Historical Trust Library:

Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory Form, by Beverly W. Young and James T. Wollon, Jr., September
1976.

The following observations were made during the visit to the property:
This simple stone dwelling continues to contribute as a resource of the Butler community. It is associated with the nearby Johns

Grist Mill. The shed-roofed addition of the stone house has not been well-maintained; nevertheless, the character and integrity
of the ofriginal design qualify the property for registration under Criterion C: Design/Construction.
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S A B
MHT Comments 04’)1/#‘ Mh N/Q #0

e)

Date

/
ﬁ/ 1&/ 0>

Date




NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Johns' Mill Workers' House Inventory Number: _ BA-821
Page 2

Prepared by: _ William C. Riggs, RA ) Date Prepared: 5/19/2003




39°34'00" N

399 33.001- N

39°32'00" N

39°31'00" N

..

39°33'00" N

Q¥ 5@3,

76°44'00" W

Map created with TOPO!® ©2002 Nati

)
[T 2

{wwrw

(AN

76° 43.'00.. W
113

1000 METERS

WGSB4 76°42'00" W

113 iy

SITE VICINITY MAP
Heteford Quadrangle, MD
(Dated 1991)
SCALE: As Shown

5§ INC

Determination of Eligibility
Johns® Mill Workers’ House (BA-821)
Falls Road
Butler, Baltimore Co., Maryland 21023







Johe s SO blorkers fowe EH-$27
Gurbor 77 2/0 76
0203






Johoi M1 Wirkers Soure A2/
C?ofé/“ /'Pﬁ_z”_?;
o2-o03



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no_
Property Name: Johns' Mill Workers' House (2) - Inventory Number: BA-822 B
Address: East side of Falls Road, North of Butler City: Butler Zip Code: 21023
County:  Baltimore County ] USGS Topographic Map: Hereford )
Owner: B B S Is the property being evaluated a district? ___ yes
Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: ] Tax Account ID Number:
Project: _ Butler Stone Quarry _ Agency: Federal Communications Commission
Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: - - Date:
Is the property is located within a historic district? X yes no
If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: BA-2214
NR-listed district X yes Eligible district yes  Name of District: Western Run - Belfast Road -
Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource X yes ~ no  Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes
If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no
Criteria: A B XC D Considerations: A B C D E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
Maryland Historical Trust Library, Crownsville, Maryland

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)
Johns' Mill Workers' House (2) was most recently observed and photographed in February, 2003. Its condition was

(un??)changed since the preparation of the State Historic Sites Inventory Form in the library of the Maryland Historical Trust.

The property is described in the following documents located at the Maryland Historical Trust Library:

Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites Inventory Form, by Beverly W. Young and James T. Wollon, Jr., September
1976.

The following observations were made during the visit to the property:
Photography of the dwelling was not permitted. The house is similar to Jophns Mill Worker's House (1) (BA-821) and is
considered eligible for registration under Criterion C: Design/Construction.

Prepared by: _William C. Riggs, RA Date Prepared: 5/19/2003
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CAPSULE SUMMARY

BA- 822

Johns Mill Worker’s House #2
15113 Falls Road

Butler, Baltimore County
1870 ca.

Private

Although historic atlases do not support a circa 1870 date of construction for the Johns Mill Worker’s House #2,
architectural evidence suggests that the dwelling, which is representative of vernacular stone houses constructed throughout
Baltimore County in the mid- to late 19th century, does date to the 1870s. An interior architectural survey of the house
accompanied by deed research would help to confirm a more exact date of construction. Vernacular buildings tend to have
little to no stylistic detailing and are typically constructed by local builders with locally available tools and materials.
Vernacular architecture accounts for the majority of the built environment and reflects the traditions of society, rather than
the whims of the architect. Throughout Baltimore County, there are a number of vernacular stone houses from this period.
Stone was readily available in the county, with both marble and granite quarries located throughout the region. Commonly,
these random rubble stone dwellings are two stories in height, single-pile with side gable roofs. This continuity of form is a
result of folk architecture and the reliance on constructing forms that had been built by the previous generation. Although
the dwelling was devastated by fire in 1950, the building was later renovated and continues to serve as a private residence.

John's Mill Worker's House #2 is a two-story dwelling of solid random rubble stone construction with a side gable
roof clad in standing seam metal and one reconstructed central interior stretcher bond brick chimney. Circa 1980, the house
experienced a phase of renovations that resulted in the construction of a two-story wood frame ell clad in board-and-batten
siding and the presence of a one-story fagade porch enclosed with board-and-batten siding below a shed roof. The building
fronts south and sits in a meadow on the east side of Falls Road and is accessible by a long, winding gravel driveway. The
fagade is pierced by an offset one-light single-leaf wood door that dates to circa 1970. Two 1/1 windows flank the entry.
Two 6/6 windows pierce the second story of the fagade. Board-and-batten siding covers the gable peaks of the main block.
The ell is two bays deep and encircled by a wood deck at the second story that connects the house to the ice house, which is
sited to the north. The circa 1870 ice house was also extensively renovated circa 1970. The building presently features a
solid random rubble stone foundation and a wood frame second story that is clad in board-and-batten siding with a front
gable roof clad in standing seam metal. The foundation, which is banked into the hillside, is pierced by one flush-vertical-
board single-leaf door. One historic privy, which dates to circa 1930, is also located on the property. The circa 1980 privy

is also one story tall and one bay square.



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Inventory No. BA—822

1. Name of Property

(indicate preferred name)

historic

other

John's Mill Worker's House #2

2. Location

street and number 15113 Falls Road not for publication
city, town Butler _ - vicinity
county Baltimore County
3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Michael R. Cranfield
street and number Druid Hill Park telephone  Not Available
city, town Baltimore state MD zip code 21217

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse liber 8901 folio 751
city, town Towson tax map 33 tax parcel 19 tax ID number 0501033080
5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:
6. Classification
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
— district — —public — —agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
X building(s) X _private — —commerce/trade recreation/culture —, - buildings
— —structure both — —defense religion e, e SitRS
— _site X __domestic social structures
—  object —  education — transportation objects
funerary — —work in progress — —1 Total
government — —unknown
— —health care —  vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
— —industry — —other: previously listed in the Inventory

1



7. Description Inventory No. BA- 1822

Condition
____excellent __ deteriorated
____good ____ruins
X _fair ____ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Constructed circa 1870, John's Mill Worker's House #2 is a two-story vernacular dwelling of solid random
rubble stone construction with a side gable roof clad in standing seam metal and one reconstructed central
interior stretcher bond brick chimney. Circa 1980, the house experienced a phase of renovations that resulted in
the construction of a two-story wood frame ell clad in board-and-batten siding and the presence of a one-story
fagade porch enclosed with board-and-batten siding below a shed roof. The building fronts south and sits in a
meadow on the east side of Falls Road and is accessible by a long, winding gravel driveway. The facade is
pierced by an offset one-light single-leaf wood door that dates to circa 1970. Two 1/1 windows flank the entry.
Two 6/6 windows pierce the second story of the facade. Board-and-batten siding covers the gable peaks of the
main block. The ell is two bays deep and encircled by a wood deck at the second story that connects the house
to the ice house, which is sited to the north.

The circa 1870 ice house was also extensively renovated circa 1970. The building presently features a solid
random rubble stone foundation and a wood frame second story that is clad in board-and-batten siding with a
front gable roof clad in standing seam metal. The foundation, which is banked into the hillside, is pierced by
one flush-vertical-board single-leaf door. The second story, which is accessible by the wood deck extending
from the house, features a fifteen-light single-leaf wood door.

One historic privy, which dates to circa 1930, is also located on the property. The one-story, one-bay-square
solid concrete block building features a front able roof clad in standing seam metal and an offset beaded-
vertical-board single-leaf door.

The circa 1980 privy is also one story tall and one bay square. The building features a shed roof clad in
corrugated sheet metal and a plywood-clad wood frame structural system.



8. Significance Inventory No. BA- 822

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
X 1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering __ invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates 1870 ca.-present Architect/Builder Unknown

Construction dates 1870 ca., 1970 ca.

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Although historic atlases do not support a circa 1870 date of construction for the Johns Mill Worker’s House
#2, architectural evidence suggests that the dwelling, which is representative of vernacular stone houses
constructed throughout Baltimore County in the mid- to late 19" century, does date to the 1870s. An interior
architectural survey of the house accompanied by deed research would help to confirm a more exact date of
construction. Vernacular buildings tend to have little to no stylistic detailing and are typically constructed by
local builders with locally available tools and materials. Vernacular architecture accounts for the majority of
the built environment and reflects the traditions of society, rather than the whims of the architect.' Throughout
Baltimore County, there are a number of vernacular stone houses from this period. Stone was readily available
in the county, with both marble and granite quarries located throughout the region. Commonly, these random
rubble stone dwellings are two stories in height, single-pile with side gable roofs. This continuity of form is a
result of folk architecture and the reliance on constructing forms that had been built by the previous generation.
Although the dwelling was devastated by fire in 1950, the building was later renovated and continues to serve
as a private residence.

' Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach, editors, Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture, (Athens, GA: The
University of Georgia Press, 1986), pp. xv-xvi.



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. BA- 1822

Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. Philadelphia, PA: G. M. Hopkins, 1877.

Baltimore County Historic Inventory.

Brooks, Neal A. and Eric G. Rockel. 4 History of Baltimore County. Towson, MD: Friends of the Towson Library, Inc., 1979.

Map of Baltimore County. Philadelphia, PA: G. W. Bromley, 1915.

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Baltimore City and County From the Earliest Period to the Present Day: Including Biographical
Sketches of Their Representative Men. Philadelphia, PA: Louis H. Everts, 1881. Reprinted by Higginson Book
Company, Salem, MA.

Sidney, J. C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland, from Original Surveys. Baltimore, MD: James M. Stephens,

1850.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property .50 Acre
Acreage of historical setting Unknown
Quadrangle name Hereford Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

Since its construction circa 1870, John's Mill Worker's House #2 has been associated with the 6.36 acres of
land known as tax parcel 19 of map 33 located in the Baltimore County Tax Assessor's office.

11. Form Prepared by

namettitle A. McDonald and A. Didden, Architectural Historians

organization EHT Traceries, Incorporated date May 29, 2001
street & number 1121 5th Street NW telephone  202.393.1199
city or town Washington state DC

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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BA-82 822

Johns' Mill Workers' Houses

East side of Falls Rd., north of Butler
Not accessible

Circa 1812

These two small but substantial dwellings were probably
related to the rural industries in this agricultural community.
They were part of the property of the Johns family who operated
the grist mill just north of here from the early 1800's. The

westerly house is very traditional in form and detail and of
especially good workmanship and design. It bears a detestone
which is nearly illegible but appears to read: 1812, which is

an acceptable date, architecturally for both buildings.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC

Johng® Mill Workers' Houses

AND/OR COMMON

' BPALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
East side of ralls Road north of Butler

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Butler — VICINITY OF 5
STATE COUNTY
—JMaryland Baltimore
Il CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Xoccuriep __AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) X pRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCI
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—_OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
*No __MILITARY __OTHER:
FYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Anne A., Fogarty and Jane A. Pearce

Telephone #: 472-4151

STREET & NUMBER

Falls Road
CITY, TOWN STATE, Z1ip code
Butler — VICINITY OF Maryland 21023
EALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 5075
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 634

REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC. pa]timore County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER
Washington Avenue

CITY. TOWN STATE
; e Towson Maryland
EI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None
DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN ((

STATE




B} SIGNIFICANCE
"ERIOD
" _PREMISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
__1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE
_1700-1799 __ART
£.1800-1899 __COMMERCE
__COMMUNICATIONS

—1900-

__COMMUNITY PLANNING
__CONSERVATION
__ECONOMICS

__EDUCATION
__ENGINEERING
__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
X INDUSTRY

__INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—Music

—_PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

BA-52!, 22

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES Unknown

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These two small stone houses appear to have been built

as part of the Johns family mili operation at Black Rock Farm.

Richard Johns purchased the mill site and surrounding land in

1794 from the widow ol Thaomes Matthews.

A new mill was erected

by his son, Kensey Johns, in 1800 and several dwellings, mill

buildings and a blacksmith shop were added through the years.

In 1873, Shadrach Kemp purchased the 867 acres compris-

ing parts of Miller's Deiight, Mount Airy, Hare's Level and

Cables' (or Caples') Habitation. Following Kemp's death in

1884, part of the property was sold to Joseph Royston. In 1912,

Royston's heirs sold this parcel to Peter K. Fowble whose heirs

continue to ocoupy the houses.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Johns' Mill Workers' Houses
Valleys Historical District

Continuation Sheet #1

Question #7 continued

The easterly of the two Houses is of stone, two
storeys in height, three bays in length, with a low=pitched gabled
roof; fire gutted this dwelling ca. 1955. The principal entrance
is centered on the south side and a 6/6 window is in either
flacking bay; the center bay is void of openings in the second
storey., A shed-roofed porch shelters thc tirst storey of the
soutn side. A secondary entrance is centered in the west end.
Earliei' (than the fire) window frames remain in first storey open-
ings, consisting of nariow beaded material. Gables are of vertical
boards, probably the result of earlier stone gables being destroyed
in the fire,

The interior of this house was not examined.

In a low hillside immediately north of the house is a
stone-walled root celiar, its depth approximately three times its

face width.
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Johns' Mill Workers' Houses
Valleys Historical District

Continuation Sheet #2

Questicn #9 continued

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. (Phiiadelphia, 1877).

Sidney, J.C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland. (Balti-
more, 1850).




